
 
 
 
  

 

What you need to know... 
 

If you are studying in Higher Education, you can expect to 
qualify for funding if you satisfy eligibility criteria in the 
following areas: 
 

1. Where you live 
2. What course you study 
3. Where you study 
4. Previous study 
5. Your age 

 

Read on for more information... 
 

 

1. Where you live 
 

To satisfy the residency requirements for both tuition fee 
and maintenance (living costs) funding, you must meet the 
following conditions on the first day of September before 
the first year of your course begins (the ‘relevant date’): 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For details of how much funding 
you can expect to receive, see 
our guide: 

Financial Entitlement 
FULL-TIME STUDENTS FROM WALES 

2012-13 

 
If you are a part-time student, 
see our guide: 

Eligibility 
PART-TIME STUDENTS FROM WALES 

2012-13 

 
If you are an EU national  
(non-UK), see our guide: 

Eligibility 
FUNDING FOR EU NATIONALS 
2012-13 
 

  

 

 

Eligibility 
FULL-TIME STUDENTS FROM WALES  
2012-13 

This leaflet provides an authoritative overview of the rules governing funding for full-time students. 
More detailed guidance is available – see the end of the leaflet for more details 

 

1. Settled with a right of permanent residence in the UK; 
2. Ordinarily resident in Wales; 
3. Ordinarily resident in the UK and Islands throughout 

the three-year period preceding the relevant date; 
and 

4. Not have been residing in the UK during the above 
period wholly or mainly for the purposes of receiving 
full-time education 

 

Note: complex rules apply to: 
 

 Refugees 

 Persons granted Humanitarian Protection 

 Children of British Armed Forces stationed 
overseas 

 EEA* Migrant Workers 

 Persons settled in the UK exercising their right 
of residency in the EEA* 

 Prisoners 
 

If you are in one of the above groups, contact an 
adviser – you may be eligible for funding  
 

*and Switzerland 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

2.  What course you study 
 

You must be studying a ‘designated course’ to qualify for 
tuition fee and maintenance funding. Most degrees, 
foundation degrees and HNDs/HNCs qualify - see below 
for the full list: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.  Where you study 
 

A designated course must be wholly provided by a 
publicly funded educational institution(s) in the UK or 
provided by such an institution(s) in conjunction with an 
institution(s) outside the UK. 
 
For some courses beginning on or after 1st September 
2012, the UK government is introducing a wider definition 
of ‘designated course’ where qualifications are granted by 
bodies defined in the Education Reform Act 1988.  
 
 

 A first degree course (BA/BSc (Hons)) 

 A Diploma of Higher Education (DipHE) 

 A Higher National Diploma (HND) or Higher National 
Certificate (HNC) of the Business & Technician Education 
Council (BTEC); or the Scottish Qualifications Authority 
(SQA) 

 A Certificate of Higher Education (CertHE) 

 A course for the initial training of teachers 

 A course for the further training of youth and community 
workers 

 A course in preparation for a professional examination of a 
standard higher than that of:  
(a) advanced level for the General Certificate of 

Education, or higher level for the Scottish Certificate 
of Education; or 

(b) the National Certificate or the National Diploma of 
BTEC or SQA 

not being a course for entry to which a first degree (or 
equivalent qualification) is normally required 

 A course providing education (whether or not in preparation 
for an examination) the standard of which is higher than 
that of courses providing education in preparation for any 
of the examinations mentioned at (a) or (b) in the previous 
bullet point but not higher than that of a first degree course; 
and for entry to which a first degree (or equivalent 

qualification) is not normally required 

Designated courses qualifying for full-time 
funding may be: 

 Full-time courses 

 Sandwich courses 

 From September 2012, distance 
learning courses 

 
Courses leading to another qualification 
being conferred before a degree or 
equivalent qualification are treated as a 
single course in the following subjects: 

 medical doctor 

 dentist 

 veterinary surgeon 

 architect 

 landscape architect 

 landscape designer 

 landscape manager 

 town planner 

 town and country planner 
and qualify for funding throughout. 
 
If you are unsure whether the course you 
plan to study qualifies as a designated 
course, contact an adviser 

Most UK universities, university colleges, 
and further education colleges offering 
higher education courses are publicly 
funded. 
 
Contact an adviser if you are unsure 
whether the educational institution you 
propose to study at is publicly funded, or 
falls within the provisions of the Education 
Reform Act. 
 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  

 

4.  Previous study 
 

The government provides funding for a student to 
complete a first degree course. It will not usually fund a 
second degree. 
 
If you have already achieved an honours degree at a 
publicly funded educational institution in the UK , this  
may mean you cannot access funding for another Higher 
Education course – though there are some exceptions to 
this rule eg Postgraduate Cert in Education (PGCE). 
 
We recommend you contact an adviser if you are in this 
situation. 
 
If you have been studying a ‘preliminary course’ (e.g. a 
foundation degree, or HND) you can usually apply for 
funding which allows you to ‘top-up’ to an honours degree. 
This arrangement is known as an ‘end-on 
course’, and is designed to give equivalence to a standard 
honours degree route. 
 
If you have studied on a part-time course of higher 
education, but did not achieve a qualification, that course 
will not count as previous study. 
 
If you have studied on a full-time course of higher 
education for more than one academic year, but did not 
achieve a qualification, your future funding entitlement is 
likely to be affected. 
 
 

5. Your age 
 
In addition to the above requirements, you must also be 
under 60 years of age on the relevant date in order to 
qualify for a maintenance loan.  
 
There is no age restriction on the tuition fee loan or 
grants which may be payable to you. 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

The rules governing previous study are 
complex because of the range of 
circumstances which need to be 
considered. 
 
Contact an adviser for more information 
about your eligibility for funding for your 
proposed studies. 

 



  

  

 

 

 

More information 
 

The following resources provide more detail about the rules 
governing funding for higher education studies: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Student Finance Wales 
government site providing information to the public 

www.studentfinancewales.co.uk 
 
 
NASMA 
National Association of Student Money Advisers 

www.nasma.org.uk 
 
Assembly Learning Grants and Loans (Higher Education) 
ducation (Student Support) (Wales) (No.2) Regulations 2011 
governing funding for 2012-13 

     http://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2011/886/contents/made  
 
Contact an Adviser 
 
Visit:  
www.nasma.org.uk/Contacts-Links/Institution-Contacts/ 
to get details of an adviser near you, or at the university you 
will be studying at. 
 

NASMA has over 580 members in all four 
countries in the UK and collectively we are 
recognised as the leading authority on all 
matters relating to student advice and 
funding. NASMA acts as a focus for 
information exchange between 
practitioners in the field of student funding, 
bringing together professionals from across 
the sector and encouraging the free 
exchange of ideas. We work closely with 
national decision makers and their 
influencers on student finance policy. In 
addition we work with other relevant sector 
organisations to promote the needs of 

students and our members 


